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This article is adapted from comments shared at a recent CAJE 

network meeting at the request of our Bethlehem network leader, Rev. Kimron 

Reising. 

Kimron asked me to share with you why investing in CAJE is important 

to me.  To answer this question, I must reach all the way back to college, 

which was the first time I ever considered the issue of corporate sin in our 

modern world.  Sure, I grew up hearing stories about how the Israelites 

displeased God and had to wander in the wilderness or were sent into exile, 

but all of that was confined to those days long ago before Jesus came. 

What mattered now was that I personally behaved in a particular way 

and took responsibility for the times I missed the mark. 

The idea that I had any responsibility in collective sin never even 

entered my consciousness.  After all, even as children, we knew the great 

injustice of the whole class being punished for a few misbehaving kids.  It 

wasnôt fair!   

But at 18, for the first time I was thinking about what it meant for the 

systems we live in and among to be broken.  Whose fault was that?  Well, I 

was just barely a legal adult; surely issues like mass incarceration or the war 

in Iraq and Afghanistan werenôt my fault! 

But as I learned about systemic and collective sin, I also learned that 

repentance isnôt just about assigning each sin to someone to claim and 

confess.  I was and am complicit in these systems.  That old image I had in my 

head of a scoreboard of ñsins that belong to Emilyò was slowly replaced by a 

sense of lament, of grief over a world so broken that I couldnôt fix it and over 

the very real ways I contributed to its brokenness.   

Once I learned about systemic sin, I couldnôt unsee it.  Systemic sin is 
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part of the fabric of our everyday lives.  It plays a role in one school thriving 

while another struggles.  It plays a role in why some canôt pay their bills while 

others can live off passive income.  It plays a role in nearly every disparity we 

can name. 

With this new view of sin came a new view of repentance.  

Repentance began to look less like guilt and more like responsibility.  Part 

of repentance for me became naming the tangled up mess of our systems and 

working to untangle them however I could. 

CAJE members are intimately aware of the complex entanglements of 

systems built to oppress.  And we also know there are systems that 

disadvantage certain groups not by design, but as an unintended byproduct.  

The work to undo these errorsðboth intentional and incidentalðis slow and 

without any guarantees.  But it is a necessary part of repentance, and it is a 

necessary part of our faith. 

Together, we routinely pray, ñgive us this day our daily bread.ò  We can 

point to so many places where the church literally puts food in peopleôs hands to 

get them through today.  Thatôs important work!   

But we also pray, ñthy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.ò  We know how far earth is from the ways of heaven.  How valuable 

these services are, the ways of heaven are not White Flag nights sleeping on a 

mat on the floor of a public shelter.  The ways of heaven are safe, affordable 

housing for all.  The ways of heaven are those that allow every one of Godôs 

children to have the dignity of all they need for a healthy and whole life. 

ñOn earth as it is in heavenò work is the slow efforts of justice work.  I 

invest in CAJE to be part of that work, work that takes seriously the brokenness 

of our world and endeavors to do something about it right here in our 

community.   

The entire congregation is invited and encouraged to show up to the 

Nehemiah Action night at Harrison High School on May 11 at 6:30 p.m.  Come, 

help us show our elected officials that the ñleast of theseò matter to us every 

time we step into the voting booth.   
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In mid-April, 28 pilgrims from the Evansville  

Tri-State Association (15 of whom were from  

Bethlehem) traveled south to bear witness to the 

history of slavery and the struggle for civil rights in 

our country.  We had a meaningful experience 

and look forward to sharing about the trip in the 

near future.  We also look forward to discerning 

what our next steps are, as people committed to 

furthering the cause of justice and equality in our 

own community.  Stay tuned! 
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Congregations Acting for Justice and Empowerment 

Everyone is invited on May 11 at 6:30 pm for the Nehemiah Action when we 

will gather at Harrison High School, over a thousand strong, to present our  

research and our solutions, to those who have the power and the responsibility 

to listen and act in implementing a course of action that we will prescribe for 

them. This year's Action has the potential to directly support the Diversion  

Program at United Caring Services. Support our church, UCS, and our  

community by giving one night of your presence at this action for Justice! Doors 

open at 6:00 pm, with plenty of parking for everyone.  

  

 

The Tuesday morning Bible study group will begin their next book 

on May 12 and conclude on June 23. The book titled Half Truths: 

God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the 

Bible Doesn't Say is written by Adam Hamilton. Books should be 

available at thriftbooks.com for about $8.  Please contact Donna 

Marvel with any questions.   

mailto:marvedk@gmail.com
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Donate Sunday morning altar flowers to celebrate a special  

occasion or remember a loved one. Prices are $40 for two vases and/

or $35 for one centerpiece.  To view available dates and sign up, see 

our website bethlehemucc.org.  Paper forms are always available in 

the vestibule (office entrance open 24/7), church office hallway,  

Welcoming Area, children and youth entrance, and |narthex.   

 

Upcoming available dates:  May 31 & June 7 

 

If you have any altar flower questions, please contact Carol Kolb. 

 

\ 

Join the evening Bible study at 6:30 pm anytime on the first and third  

Tuesdays of every month. See the schedule below listing the dates and  

scriptures covered.  Please contact Pastor Doug with any questions.   

May 5  Acts 17:22-31 

  *1 Peter 3:13-22 

  John 14:15-21 

 

May 19 *Acts 2:1-21 

  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

  John 7:37-39 
 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes scripture covered by Pastor 

Emily for the upcoming weekend. 

June 9 Exodus 19:2-8a 

  Romans 5:1-8 

  Matthew 9:35-10:8 

 

June 23 Jeremiah 28:5-9 

  Romans 6:12-23 

  Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 

https://bethlehemucc.org/altar-flower-sign
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May 2 and 3 is a communion weekend, so we will be collecting canned fruit for 

the Tri-State Food Bank.  Please bring canned fruit (with pull-tabs if possible) to 

worship on Saturday or Sunday and place them by the altar.  84 items were  

collected in April.  Your support for this ongoing offering is appreciated! 

Greetings from Council! 
 

From the April council meeting, we are excited to report that we unanimously 

approved a plan by Eosin to update the floors in the Fellowship Hall. This will 

get started when possible while navigating our busy church calendar. We are 

grateful to Eosin for their vision and looking forward to one more step in  

refreshing that space. 
 

Also we discussed the ongoing safety updates for church. We are specifically 

working on a few simple things that make a large impact in keeping our children 

and all of our congregants safer while participating in Sunday school, worship, 

and other activities. 
 

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please contact me at my email 

amyspurl@gmail.com or in person anytime. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Amy Spurling 

Church Council President 

mailto:amyspurl@gmail.com
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Caroline will be attending Texas Christian 

University in Fort Worth.  She plans to major 

in exercise science with a future goal of  

becoming a pediatric occupational therapist.  

 

Her fondest Bethlehem memory was the 30 

Hour Famine. It made her realize how much 

we have to be thankful for in our world. 

Caroline Palmer 



The Bethlehem STAR 

12 

 

 

 

Last Sunday after worship, we gathered in the Fellowship Hall for a lasagna 

lunch, followed by the Time and Talent Auction, sponsored by the Outreach 

Team to raise funds for the 2026 Bucket Blitz.  Thanks to the generosity and 

sharing of talents by our Bethlehem family, it was a great success and a good 

time was had by all!   

We raised $3,852, not counting money from the Giving Vortex and Schoolôs Out 

Party, which will completely fund this year's Blitz, with a nest egg for 2027! 

Big thank you's to our donors and bidders, the Outreach Team, Margaret  

Eberhart and our Sunday School teachers for helping our children and youth 

create their fabulous Diamond Dot art, Pastor Emily, Kristen Molander, Troy 

Vaupel, and our auctioneers Mike Dean and Stephen Risinger. 
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Our children and youth 

shared their gifts by creating 

a variety of Diamond Dot Art 

items which were individually 

priced and sold. 


